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The END MASS INCARCERATION GEORGIA NETWORK is an
intentional association of faith communities, organizations
and individuals formed to effect positive change in the
areas of juvenile and criminal justice.

Belief Statement: All children and families are of infinite
value and potential--giving and deserving care, justice and
support. This belief ensures an understanding that all
strengthen the mosaic of life.

Action Statement: In order to break the cycle of
generational criminal and juvenile justice involvement,
there must be an intentional, collective investment in
schools, communities and appropriate supportive services
for children and adults to ensure that all children and
families can succeed.

emiganetwork@gmail.com 

www.emiganetwork.org

mailto:emiganetwork@gmail.com
http://www.emiganetwork.org/


SCHOOL TO PRISON PIPELINE DEFINED

The school to prison pipeline is the
funneling of children from the public
school system into the juvenile and
criminal justice systems, in part, due to:

zero tolerance  
school discipline  

policies

disproportionate  
application of  

student  
suspensions

high stakes testing
administrative  

practices

Those most adversely affected: children of  
color, poor children and children with learning
disabilities/differences – and, more recently,
emerging LGBTQI students.

The most adversely affected population is African American males, who also comprise the majority  
population in most of Georgia’s juvenile detention centers (if not all).



TRENDS ARE CREATED.
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SCHOOL TO  

PRISON  

PIPELINE NOT  

FOR BOYS  
ONLY



7

Milledgeville police said they were  

called to Creekside Elementary  

School on Friday for an unruly  

juvenile, who was allegedly  

throwing a tantrum. According to  

their report, when the officer  

arrived, he observed kindergartner  

Salecia Johnson on the floor of the  

principal's office screaming and  

crying. (cnnnews 4/17/12)
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Zero Tolerance School Discipline Policies

Zero tolerance school discipline policies (including a reliance on the presence of
police officers and metal detectors) have contributed to the creation of adverse
school climates.

1.Students who commit minor offenses on school campuses may find  
themselves arrested by police and transported to a juvenile detention center.

2.Students with learning disabilities are routed to alternative schools which  
are not equipped to adequately serve the students’ needs, thereby leading to  
a higher probability of creating a school “push out” situation.

3.Students who do return to school from having been incarcerated have a  
harder time re-entering the traditional school setting, rather they are routinely  
routed to alternative schools “to finish out their sentences.”



Alternatives: Zero Tolerance School Discipline Policies

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS), restorative practices,  
conflict management, mentoring, etc.

The GA Department of Education has adopted PBIS as its method for improving
school climate in Georgia’s public school system. Free training is available to all
school systems.

However, school systems are not required to implement PBIS. They approach GA  
DOE on a voluntary basis.

The state has included school climate as a factor in its college and career  
readiness assessment tool.



Disproportionate application of student suspensions

Disproportionate application of student suspensions includes both out-of-school  
and in-school suspensions

Alternatives: Implement in-school support services for students

After two decades of implementation of zero tolerance disciplinary policies and  
their application to mundane and non-violent misbehavior, there is no  
evidence that frequent reliance on removing misbehaving students improves  
school safety or student behavior (APA, 2008).

Schools should provide supportive services (counselors, peer support groups,  
mediators, etc.) for students who are exhibiting difficulty with academic, social  
and/or behavioral performance.



High stakes testing

According to Daniel Koretz of Harvard’s Graduate School of Education, Too many
policymakers refuse to give up their “blind reliance” on high-stakes tests – to the
detriment of students, schools and the teaching profession. (NEA Today, 2018)

Alternatives to School to Prison Pipeline

Replace high-stakes testing with policies that will encourage schools to keep  
students in the learning environment and develop enriched curricula that are:  
engaging and intellectually challenging; ensure deep understanding of  
content; and are focused on authentic achievement. (AP, May 2011)



School Board appropriation disparity (e.g., overcrowded classrooms, lack of qualified  
teachers, oversaturation of first-year teachers in high-needs schools; insufficient funding  
for counselors, social workers, parent liaisons, special education services and textbooks);

Lack of emphasis on early education, e.g., kindergarten is not mandatory in Georgia; and

Although Georgia has universal pre-K, the state does not fund enough slots for all four-
year-olds to attend.

Administrative practices



Alternatives: Improve school support and services  
for students

Georgia is a majority minority and low-income public school system.

Differentiation of resources according to student need provides for better educational  
outcomes for students in predominantly low income / high needs school systems. (Odden  
et al., 2004)

School districts that “expend more funds to pay more teachers, hire more instructional  
aides, provide more extensive professional development, buy more supplies, better  
maintain and expand buildings, purchase new equipment and technology tend to have  
significantly higher student scores which are usually linked to improved readiness for  
college and careers.” (Hoffman 2013)
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THE BENEFIT OF SOCIOEMOTIONAL 
LEARNING FOR CHILDREN & 

ADOLESCENTS

Disrupting the School to Prison Pipeline
North Georgia United Methodist Women

Project Transformation North Georgia

Kristin J. Carothers, Ph.D.
Clinical Child Psychologist

Peachtree Integrated Psychology



SOCIOEMOTIONAL 
LEARNING:

A FRAMEWORK FOR 
INCREASING SKILLS

THAT PROMOTE 
POSITIVE SOCIAL 
INTERACTIONS, 

EMOTIONAL 
AWARENESS, AND 
SELF REGULATION.

https://casel.org/

https://casel.org/


What are the benefits of Socioemotional 
Learning?

Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) https://casel.org/

https://casel.org/


Federal Policies Impacting SEL Curriculum

2015

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

2018

Aim Higher Act, H.R. 6543

2019

Teacher Health and Wellness Act, H.R. 
4221

Chronic Absenteeism Reduction for 
Every School (CARES) Act, H.R 4220.

2020

2020 appropriations bill moving 
through the House, which includes $260 
million in funding for SEL

https://casel.org/

https://casel.org/


SEL Practices: S.A.F.E.
Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) https://casel.org/

Sequenced: Connected and 
coordinated activities to 

foster skills development.

Active: Active forms of 
learning to help students 

master new skills and 
attitudes.

Focused: A component that 
emphasizes developing 

personal and social skills.

Explicit: Targeting specific 
social and emotional skills.

https://casel.org/




Evidence Based 
Socioemotional 

Learning 
Strategies

Feelings Identification

Conflict Resolution Skills

Classroom Meetings

Teamwork & Team Building through Sports & Games

Analyzing and Discussion Current & Historical Events

Cross-age mentoring, in which a younger student is 
paired with an older one

Listening Skills: Pairing Children and having them 
listen and explain the other person’s perspective nm

Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) https://casel.org/

https://casel.org/


When are additional psychological 
supports necessary?

Trauma Exposure & 
Traumatic Loss

Changes in Behavior & 
Mood

Unexpected or 
Unexplained Decline in 
Academic Performance

Child Consistently has 
difficulty implementing 
and understanding SEL 
strategies



Resources

• Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional 
Learning (CASEL) https://casel.org/about-2/

• Understood for all: For Learning and Attention Problems 
https://www.understood.org/

Educational 
Support

• American Psychological Association Division 53: Society 
of Child & Adolescent Psychology 
https://www.apa.org/about/division/div53

• The Child Mind Institute https://childmind.org/about-us/

Psychological 
Support

https://casel.org/about-2/
https://www.understood.org/
https://www.apa.org/about/division/div53
https://childmind.org/about-us/


Questions

Dr. Kristin J Carothers

kjc@drkjcarothers.com

www.drkjcarothers.com

mailto:kjc@drkjcarothers.com
http://www.drkjcarothers.com/


S2PP Facts

Source: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice



S2PP Facts

Source: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice



Social Emotional Learning (SEL)



Reading Level / Literacy Facts
“By fifth grade, summer learning loss can leave low-income students

2.5 to 3 years behind their peers.” ~ReadyRosie

● 79% of 3rd graders at Stone Mountain 

Elementary School are not reading on level

● 65% of 3rd graders at Ison Springs 

Elementary School (in Sandy Springs) are 

not reading on level

● Last summer, 100% of the regularly 

attending children at Project Transformation 

North Georgia maintained or improved their 

reading
*all stats are based on data from 2019



Next Steps
● Volunteer with Project Transformation North 

Georgia (http://tinyurl.com/volunteerptng)
● Mentor a child at a school in your community
● Attend our follow-up event this fall
● Adopt a classroom or school
● Become involved with your local school board 
● Educate yourself about the School to Prison 

Pipeline and Social Emotional Learning

http://tinyurl.com/volunteerptng


Next Steps Continued
● Encourage legislation that supports children
● Visit the UMW racial justice page

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice
● Engage with and volunteer with other 

community partners, such as:
○ End Mass Incarceration Georgia Network 

https://www.emiganetwork.org
○ Gwinnett SToPP        

https://www.gwinnettstopp.org
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