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• Isaiah 40:28-31

Have you not known? Have you 
not heard?

The LORD is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the 
earth.

He does not faint or grow weary; 
his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint, and 
strengthens the powerless.

Even youths will faint and be weary, and 
the young will fall exhausted;

but those who wait for the LORD shall 
renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.

Isaiah 40: 28 - 31 
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WHY SHOULD WE CARE?



WHY SHOULD WE CARE?WHY SHOULD WE CARE?

REASON 1:
It’s Our Biblical and Methodist Call



IS OUR 
ENERGY 
JUST?



WHY SHOULD WE CARE?WHY SHOULD WE CARE?

REASON 2:
The current energy system is harming 

God’s people and creation.





Fossil Fuels



Global: UN IPCC 
1.5C Report
Global: UN IPCC 
1.5C Report

90% of Lake Chad disappeared
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Urgent and Radical Action 
Needed
• Need to cut 45% of greenhouse gas 

emissions by 2030 from 2010 levels and 
to ZERO by 2050

• Phase-out of Fossil Fuels
• Faster Electrification
• Lower energy demand
• Change in consumption and diet
• Protect and restore ecosystems



Fossil Fuels
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Fossil Fuel 
Powered 
Vehicles



Nuclear



Nuclear



Biomass -
Wood Chip 
Burning



POLL
Just Energy 

and You

Where does 
your energy 
come from? 

What type of 
utility provides 
your energy?



Georgia’s Energy
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GEORGIA
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WHY SHOULD WE CARE?WHY SHOULD WE CARE?

REASON 3:
Clean and Renewable Energy is Possible!



Renewable Portfolio 
Standards:
• 29 states and DC are 

enforceable or other 
mandated renewable energy 
policies, 

• 8 states had voluntary goals or 
objectives for renewable 
energy generation.



Clean Renewable energy 
• Renewable Energy is any form of energy 

from solar, geophysical or biological 
sources that is replenished by natural 
processes at a rate that equals or exceeds 
its rate of use. (IPCC)

• Is not harmful to our communities and our 
environment.

Different from “clean energy” – carbon net neutral 
but is not renewable or sustainable and can have 
significant impacts. 

Clean Renewable 
Energy
Clean Renewable 
Energy



Clean Renewable 
Energy
Clean Renewable 
Energy



Solar

Image: U.S. Department of Energy



WHY SHOULD WE CARE?WHY SHOULD WE CARE?

REASON 4:
A Just Energy System is NOT guaranteed.



• Energy Burden: Amount of overall 
household income spent to cover energy 
costs.

• Energy Insecurity: The inability to meet 
basic household energy needs due to the 
high cost of energy.

• Energy Poverty: A lack of access to basic, 
life-sustaining energy.

Current Energy 
System is 
Unjust



• Why is it important?
• What are essentials to just and 

equitable transition?
Energy BurdenEnergy Burden

Source: US Dept. of Energy





Georgia’s 
Energy 
Burden





WHY SHOULD WE CARE?WHY SHOULD WE CARE?

REASON 5:
I am part of the energy system & I can be 

part of the solution.



Be Stewards of God’s Creation: Work with companies and governments for clean, 
renewable energy through a just and equitable transition.



Goal: 100% RE that is centered on justice 
and equity
• 45% RE by 2030 and 100% by 2050 (from 

2010 levels). Minimal Level

• Especially in Electricity and Transportation

• Goals must be informed and shaped by 
communities and leaders most impacted –
environmental justice, climate justice, 
workers (e.g. Comprehensive Building 
Blocks, NAACP Just Energy Policy)

Just Energy 
for All
Advocacy and Action

Vision: Just 
Energy for All



Just Energy 
for All
Advocacy and Action

Goal: 100% RE centered on justice and 
equity

Goal:
• 100% RE justice and equity centered law in 

YOUR STATE (find out existing efforts from 
EJ (Environmental Justice) and frontline 
groups)

Target(s): 
• Governor, Public Service Commission, 

Legislators (who makes the law), who are 
the influencers

Strategy: 
• What are the plans and actions to meet 

those goals (support and work with EJ 
groups working on this). Where can you 
contribute?





Just Energy 
for All & YOU

Goal: 100% RE centered on justice and 
equity

How is our current energy system impacting 
you?



NOW WHAT?



Tell Congress 
to Stop Utility 
Shutoffs

https://p2a.co/33iJHcC
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Tell Georgia Public 
Service Commission 
to Stop Utility 
Shutoffs

https://psc.ga.gov/about-the-psc/commissioners/



Tell Georgia Public 
Service Commission 
to move to 100% 
Renewable Energy



Tell Georgia Public 
Service Commission: 
make Georgia Power 
Clean up their Toxic 
Coal Ash



Hold the Georgia 
Public Service 
Commission 
Accountable

https://p2a.co/33iJHcC



Make Just Energy for All a 
conference, district and unit 
priority for 2021-2024.Invitation:



Join our 3-part Just Energy for 
All 101 Webinar Series!

• Part 1: Nov 5th, 7 – 8:30 pm ET
• Part 2: Nov 19th, 7 – 8:30 pm ET
• Part 3: Dec 5th, 7 – 8:30 pm ET

Learn the WHAT, WHY, and HOW 
of advancing just energy for all!

Register today!

Step ONE:  
Get grounded 
and equipped



Join UMW's Monthly Just 
Energy for All Strategy and 
Capacity Building Sessions!

Connect with other people of faith working to 
advance just energy for all on the local, state, 
and national level. Every 3rd Wed at 3PM ET

Next Session: October 21st at 3 pm ET

Register here!

Step ONE:  
Get grounded 
and equipped



Find out about just energy issues and 
100% RE campaigns in your state and 
community
• What are existing policies?
• How is it impacting your 

community?
• What changes are needed?

Step ONE:  
Get grounded 
and equipped



As your UMW

• Connect with state and local 
organizations already advancing 
just energy and climate justice.

• Invite them to your UMW to 
speak and train.

• Join coalitions that have common 
goals to advance climate justice 
and just energy for all.

Step Two:
Get Trained 
and Connected



As your UMW
• Incorporate just energy for all in 

your UMW work or create a just 
energy for all coordinating team

• Join campaigns or create a 
campaign

• Consistently show up for climate 
justice and just energy for all

Step Three:
Get Organized 
and Show Up



Funding 
Opportunity to 
advance Just 
Energy!

Partner frontline communities in 
your area to advance Just Energy
UMW is providing organizing funds to 
advance Just Energy for All 
• $100-$5,000
• Application deadline November 2020



Potential 
Partners

• Just Energy Circle
• Just Energy Academy

Georgia Interfaith Power and Light



Potential 
Partners

• NAACP
• 100% Network
• U.S. Climate Action Network
• Creation Justice Ministries
• Climate Justice Alliance
• Poor Peoples Campaign
• Interfaith Power and Light
• Mothers Out Front
• Vote Solar



Resources

NAACP Just Energy Policies 
and Practices Action Toolkit

Module 1: Getting Organized 
So You Can Organize!
Module 2: Legislative Campaigns 
for Energy Justice
Module 3: Engaging Your Utility 
Company and Regulators
Module 4: Starting Community-
Owned Clean Energy Projects



Resources

NAACP Just Energy Policies and 
Practices Action Toolkit

Module 5: Starting an Energy 
Cooperative
Module 6: Starting a Community 
Energy Efficiency, Retrofitting and 
Weatherization Project
Module 7: Educating and Organizing 
for Energy Justice
Module 8: Direct Action Campaigning 
for Energy Justice
Just Energy Policies and Practices 
Action Toolkit Glossary



Resources

Comprehensive 
Building Blocks for a 
Regenerative and 
Just 100% Policy

The Energy 
Justice 
Workbook 



Thank you! Thank you for Loving God’s World and 
Pursuing its Healing!

Elizabeth Chun Hye Lee
elee@unitedmethodistwomen.org
unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice 


